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934-500

Fundamental 
Principles of 
Veterinary 
Anatomy 5 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

A detailed consideration of gross anatomical structure with 
emphasis on major anatomical patterns present in species 
important to veterinary medicine. The dog is used as a model 
domestic mammal and comparisons with other species are 
considered. All body systems are dissected. Clinical 
implications of these dissections are emphasized. 

934-501
Veterinary 
Histology 5 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Light and digital microscopy are used to study the anatomy 
of organs and tissues at the cellular level. Microanatomic 
features of all major organ systems are identified, and 
pertinent physiologic concepts are discussed to correlate 
structure with function. Mammalian systems are 
emphasized, and comparisons to non-mammalian species are 
considered. Direct applications to clinical medicine are 

934-503

Veterinary 
Developmental 
Anatomy 2 Fall Didactic

Principles of development and organogeneses in domestic 
animals. Normal developmental patterns are related to adult 
anatomy. Clinical implications of common congenital defects 
are discussed. 

934-551
Veterinary 
Physiology A 4 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Covers comparative veterinary physiology covering 
electrophysiology, and muscle, cardiovascular, respiratory, 
renal and acid-base physiology. 

938-501

Radiographic 
Anatomy of the 
Dog and Cat 1 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Normal radiographic anatomy of the dog and cat. This will 
include soft tissue structures as well as the skeletal system. 
Clinical case material to emphasize the need for a thorough 
knowledge of normal radiographic anatomy. 

623-570

Animal Health 
History Restraint 
and Physical 
Examination 1

Year-long 
course* Didactic + Laboratory

Introduces use of the problem oriented medical record 
concepts, history taking, physical examination and basic 
restraint, and diagnostic and therapeutic techniques in large 
and small domestic animals. 

*Credit earned in spring of first year
**Credit earned in spring of third year
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623-675
Introduction to the 
VMTH I 1

Year-long 
course*

Didactic + Clinical 
Rotation Observation

This course is designed to introduce students to the 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital.  Students are  given a 
list of goals to accomplish over the fall and  spring semesters, 
working together with a current fourth- year student in the 
VMTH.

623-675
Veterinary Medical 
Ethics 1

3 year-
long 
course** Didactic

This course extends over the entire first three years of the 
DVM curriculum.  In a developmentally appropriate manner, 
students are introduced first to basic concepts, theories and 
viewpoints of ethics, followed by consideration of a series of 
veterinary medical ethical issues consistent with the 
students' progression through the DVM curriculum.  The class 
meetings are a combination of introductory lecture followed 
by discussion, often based around clinical scenarios or 
questions.

623-629
Veterinary 
Nutrition 1 Spring Didactic

Presents awareness of the importance of nutrition in the 
veterinary practice. 

703-514
Veterinary 
Parasitology 3 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Basic veterinary parasitology with emphasis on biology, 
diagnosis, pathophysiology, treatment and management of 
parasitic infections of veterinary importance. 

934-502

Molecular and 
Metabolic Basis of 
Medicine 3 Spring Didactic

Covers metabolism with a more advanced incorporation of 
concepts of chemistry, cell biology and physiology. Clinical 
correlations in veterinary medicine are also covered. 

934-505

Veterinary 
Neuroanatomy and 
Neurophysiology 3 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

A comparative approach to the morphological and 
physiological properties of the central nervous system of 
animals, particularly those of veterinary importance. 

934-506
Veterinary 
Physiology B 4 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Covers comparative veterinary physiology covering digestive, 
endocrine, and reproductive systems.

*Credit earned in spring of first year
**Credit earned in spring of third year
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934-550

Anatomy of the 
Large Domestic 
Animals 2 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

A dissection study of the horse and the ox with special 
emphasis on the anatomical specializations of these species. 
Extensive comparisons to the anatomy of the small domestic 
animals. Other large domestic animals will be considered as 
appropriate to demonstrate anatomical variation. 

703-675 Selectives 1 Spring

Didactic, Laboratory, 
Clinical Rotation, 
and/or Research

Week-long experience where students pursue a focused 
topic of experience or interest.  These focused topics will 
include shadowing opportunities in a primary care or 
ambulatory practice; exposure to research; and, exploration 
of areas of veterinary medicine not well- represented in the 
curriculum using expert, guest lecturers.

*Credit earned in spring of first year
**Credit earned in spring of third year
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623-675
World Dairy Expo 
Biosecurity 1 Fall Clinical Rotation

Together with the World Dairy Expo staff, WI State 
Veterinarians, and UW veterinarians, students will assist with 
the cattle check-in process for World Dairy Expo, the largest 
dairy cattle show in North America.

623-675

One Health in 
Companion Animal 
Welfare Field 1 Fall Didactic

This Elective provides a forum to investigate the topics of 
One Health, and diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) as they 
relate to animal welfare organizations, pet ownership, and 
animals in communities. Through pre-recorded presentations 
and full-class discussions, students will explore One Health 
and DEI concepts while considering methods of creating 
environments with more equitable treatment and access to 
resources. The ultimate goal of this Elective is to raise 
awareness of DEI and the impacts on One Health in the 
companion animal welfare field, in order to lead toward a 
future where veterinarians support and foster such equitable 
environments.

623-675
Introduction to 
Veterinary Research 1

Fall and 
Spring Journal Club

This is a weekly discussion course that introduces DVM 
students to veterinary faculty performing research in a wide 
range of areas. The course also includes 8 hours of 
shadowing in a lab or labs, attendance at one research 
seminar, and panel discussions with prior SVM Summer 
Scholars as well as interns and residents doing research.
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938-675
Fundamentals of 
Clinical Skills 1

Fall and 
Spring Laboratory

This course is designed to provide students with hands-on 
experience in basic clinical skills utilized in both small and 
large animal practice early in the curriculum. These skills will 
be taught in a series of weekly hands-on lab sessions over the 
course of a semester. Examples of the various topics include: 
How to assess dehydration in the dog, how to run a FAST 
scan How to interpret a urinalysis, how to assess lameness in 
the horse, how to administer medications How to assess 
lymph nodes and skin masses, how to assess and treat 
dehydration in a calf, how to assess and treat an open wound 
How to assess blood pressure

623-576

Small Animal 
Emergency and 
Critical Care I 1 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Introduction to to various topics of emergency and critical 
care medicine. 

623-675
Large Animal 
Supportive Care 1 Spring Clinical Rotation

This program is an opportunity for students to gain hands-on 
experience in the restraint and supportive care of critically ill 
foals, horses and ruminants by participation in night-call 
service in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital.  
Students will assist faculty, residents and staff in the 
diagnostic work-up and care of ill large animal patients, 
including activities such as: monitoring and nursing care of 
sick neonates; patient restraint and management of fluid, 
oxygen and feeding lines; and, diagnostic sample collection 
and medication administration.

623-675 Shelter Medicine 1 Spring
Didactic + Shelter 
Visits

This course covers a wide variety of topics related to the care 
and management of sheltered companion animals, including 
spay/neuter programs to reduce shelter populations, shelter 
vaccination and other preventive medicine programs, 
temperament evaluation and animal cruelty, and shelter 
design.
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703-675 The Healer's Art 1 Spring Didactic

This is a small, interactive course with a goal of enabling 
veterinary students to perceive personal and universal 
meaning in their daily experience of veterinary medicine—as 
students and as veterinarians.  We use a “discovery” model 
of teaching, with activities and small group discussion, to 
enable the formation of a community of inquiry between 
students and faculty.

938-675

Large Animal 
Radiographic 
Anatomy 1 Spring

Didactic + Self-Study 
Laboratory

This course provides an applied radiology learning 
supplement to the Anatomy of the Large Domestic Animals 
course.  In addition, this course helps prepare students for 
radiology and large animal coursework in the third year of 
the DVM curriculum.  Application of anatomy is emphasized 
by radiographs from clinical cases, which are included in 
radiograph film study sets.
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703-510
Veterinary 
Immunology 3 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Current concepts in basic and clinical immunology with 
special emphasis on domesticated species and aspects of 
immunology.

703-512

Introduction to 
Veterinary 
Epidemiology 2 Fall Didactic

Learn basic concepts and approaches to population problems 
in veterinary medicine. Methods appropriate to investigation 
of disease outbreaks, surveillance of animal disease and 
production and the design of epidemiological studies of the 
determinants of disease are presented. 

703-513 Veterinary Virology 2 Fall Didactic

Introducation to basic concepts in virology and covers 
biology and pathogenesis of viral diseases of animals with an 
emphasis on viruses important to veterinary medicine.

703-517

Veterinary 
Bacteriology and 
Mycology 4 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Emphasis on the pathogenesis of bacterial and fungal 
diseases of animals. Become familiar with the methods used 
to identify representative bacterial and fungal pathogens. 

703-525
Active Integrated 
Learning I 1 Fall

Problem- and Case-
based

Active Learning experience highlighting problem solving and 
critical thinking that horizontally and vertically integrates 
material from other veterinary medicine courses by using 
exercises constructed in the context of clinical cases or 
scenaria. 

703-559
Veterinary General 
Pathology 2 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

General mechanisms of disease at the cellular, tissue, organ, 
and organismal levels. Cell injury and cell death, neoplasia, 
inflammation, circulation, and genetics.

703-560
Veterinary Systemic 
Pathology I 2 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Morphological manifestations of disease in animals. Diseases 
and disease processes will be discussed by organ system, 
stressing important diseases in domestic animals.

*Credit earned in spring of second year
**Credit earned in spring of third year
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623-675 Selectives 1
Fall and 
Spring

Didactic, Laboratory, 
Clinical Rotation, 
and/or Research

Week-long experience where students pursue a focused 
topic of experience or interest.  These focused topics will 
include shadowing opportunities in a primary care or 
ambulatory practice; exposure to research; and, exploration 
of areas of veterinary medicine not well- represented in the 
curriculum using expert, guest lecturers.

623-675
Introduction to the 
VMTH II 1

Year-long 
course*

Didactic + Clinical 
Rotation Observation

This course is an extension of the Introduction to the 
Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital course in year 1, again 
with a series of required activities in the Teaching Hospital 
for second year students, but also including lectures on basic 
clinical communication skills.

623-675
Veterinary Medical 
Ethics 1

3 year-
long 
course** Didactic

This course extends over the entire first three years of the 
DVM curriculum.  In a developmentally appropriate manner, 
students are introduced first to basic concepts, theories and 
viewpoints of ethics, followed by consideration of a series of 
veterinary medical ethical issues consistent with the 
students' progression through the DVM curriculum.  The class 
meetings are a combination of introductory lecture followed 
by discussion, often based around clinical scenarios or 
questions.

703-526
Active Integrated 
Learning II 1 Spring

Problem- and Case-
based

Active Learning experience highlighting problem solving and 
critical thinking that horizontally and vertically integrates 
material from other veterinary medicine courses by using 
exercises constructed in the context of clinical cases or 
scenaria. 

703-561
Veterinary Systemic 
Pathology II 4 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Morphological manifestations of disease in animals. Diseases 
and disease processes will be discussed by organ system, 
stressing important diseases in domestic animals.

*Credit earned in spring of second year
**Credit earned in spring of third year



Year 2
Required Courses

Curriculum Digest 2021-2022 Page 9
Updated 11/2/21

Course Number Course Title Credit Hours Semester Mode of Instruction Course Description

703-562
Veterinary Clinical 
Pathology 4 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Concepts and techniques of clinical pathology with emphasis 
on those procedures that are important in the diagnosis of 
animal diseases. 

934-555
Veterinary 
Toxicology 2 Spring Didactic

Science of toxicology as it relates to veterinary practice. The 
principles of toxicology and the mechanism and treatment of 
toxicants commonly encountered in small and large animals 
will be presented. 

934-556
Veterinary 
Pharmacology 4 Spring Didactic

Basic pharmacology of various drug classes used in veterinary 
medicine together with examples of clinical drug use. 
Important species variations in drug use and drug response 
will be stressed. 

938-543
Fundamentals of 
Anesthesiology I 1 Spring Didactic

Covers basic principles of sedation, pain physiology, 
anesthetic drugs, anesthetic monitoring, and the practical 
considerations in performing anesthesia on healthy 
veterinary species. Case-based and interactive where 
appropriate.

938-544
Surgery 
Fundamentals 2 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Introductory material on the scientific foundations of 
surgery. Preparation for clinical work in veterinary surgery 
and medicine. 

*Credit earned in spring of second year
**Credit earned in spring of third year
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623-577

Small Animal 
Emergency and 
Critical Care II 1 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Cover various topics in emergency and critical care medicine. 
Several areas of emergency and critical care medicine will be 
presented. 

623-675
World Dairy Expo 
Biosecurity 1 Fall Clinical Rotation

Together with the World Dairy Expo staff, WI State 
Veterinarians, and UW veterinarians, students will assist with 
the cattle check-in process for World Dairy Expo, the largest 
dairy cattle show in North America.

623-675

One Health in 
Companion Animal 
Welfare Field 1 Fall Didactic

This Elective provides a forum to investigate the topics of 
One Health, and diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) as they 
relate to animal welfare organizations, pet ownership, and 
animals in communities. Through pre-recorded presentations 
and full-class discussions, students will explore One Health 
and DEI concepts while considering methods of creating 
environments with more equitable treatment and access to 
resources. The ultimate goal of this Elective is to raise 
awareness of DEI and the impacts on One Health in the 
companion animal welfare field, in order to lead toward a 
future where veterinarians support and foster such equitable 
environments.

938-675
Introduction to 
Zoological Medicine 1 Fall Didactic

This course highlights important concepts in zoological 
companion animal, captive zoo and wildlife species, focusing 
on major, clinically-relevant topics. This includes 1) the basic 
anatomy and physiology of common exotic pet species; 2) 
medicine, surgery and common diseases of wildlife; 3) safety 
when working with captive zoological species; and 4) 
medicine, surgery and common diseases of captive zoo 
species.
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623-675

Introduction to 
Veterinary 
Research 1

Fall and 
Spring Journal Club

This is a weekly discussion course that introduces DVM 
students to veterinary faculty performing research in a wide 
range of areas. The course also includes 8 hours of 
shadowing in a lab or labs, attendance at one research 
seminar, and panel discussions with prior SVM Summer 
Scholars as well as interns and residents doing research.

623-576

Small Animal 
Emergency and 
Critical Care I 1 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Introduction to to various topics of emergency and critical 
care medicine. 

623-675
Large Animal 
Supportive Care 1 Spring Clinical Rotation

This program is an opportunity for students to gain hands-on 
experience in the restraint and supportive care of critically ill 
foals, horses and ruminants by participation in night-call 
service in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital.  
Students will assist faculty, residents and staff in the 
diagnostic work-up and care of ill large animal patients, 
including activities such as: monitoring and nursing care of 
sick neonates; patient restraint and management of fluid, 
oxygen and feeding lines; and, diagnostic sample collection 
and medication administration.

623-675 Shelter Medicine 1 Spring
Didactic + Shelter 
Visits

This course covers a wide variety of topics related to the care 
and management of sheltered companion animals, including 
spay/neuter programs to reduce shelter populations, shelter 
vaccination and other preventive medicine programs, 
temperament evaluation and animal cruelty, and shelter 
design.
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703-675 The Healer's Art 1 Spring Didactic

This is a small, interactive course with a goal of enabling 
veterinary students to perceive personal and universal 
meaning in their daily experience of veterinary medicine—as 
students and as veterinarians.  We use a “discovery” model 
of teaching, with activities and small group discussion, to 
enable the formation of a community of inquiry between 
students and faculty.
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623-632

Companion Animal 
and Equine 
Medicine I 6 Fall Didactic

Basic concepts of well-animal companion animal and equine 
health care, nutrition, and reproduction will be presented. 
Discussion of the etiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis, 
treatment, and prevention of important internal medicine 
and reproductive diseases in these species will be 
emphasized. 

623-634
Food Animal 
Medicine 5 Fall Didactic

Basic principles for food animal species. Integrates food 
animal medicine, theriogenology, nutrition and preventive 
medicine concepts. 

938-630
Small Animal 
Surgery 4 Fall Didactic

The pathophysiology and diagnosis of common general, 
orthopedic, and neurologic surgical diseases of small animals 
are presented. The operative management and 
postoperative care of small animal surgical patients are 
discussed in detail. 

938-638
Veterinary 
Diagnostic Imaging 2 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Veterinary radiology principles, physical background and 
diagnostic techniques will be taught and emphasized in 
laboratory exercises. 

703-675 Selectives 1 Fall

Didactic, Laboratory, 
Clinical Rotation, 
and/or Research

Week-long experience where students pursue a focused 
topic of experience or interest.  These focused topics will 
include shadowing opportunities in a primary care or 
ambulatory practice; exposure to research; and, exploration 
of areas of veterinary medicine not well- represented in the 
curriculum using expert, guest lecturers.

938-632
Small Animal 
Surgery Laboratory 2

Fall and 
Spring Laboratory

Learn the basic skills necessary for participation in the 
surgical management of small animals in the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital.

938-634

Small Animal 
Anesthesia 
Laboratory 1

Fall and 
Spring Laboratory

Apply principles and techniques of veterinary anesthesiology 
to common companion animals. 

*Credit earned in spring of third year
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623-625

Veterinary 
Diagnostic and 
Therapeutic 
Techniques 1

Year-long 
course* Laboratory

Formal laboratory instruction. Detailed examination 
techniques and diagnostic and therapeutic procedures 
relevant to veterinary procedures on all species of domestic 
animals. 

623-675
Veterinary Medical 
Ethics 1

3 year-
long 
course* Didactic

This course extends over the entire first three years of the 
DVM curriculum.  In a developmentally appropriate manner, 
students are introduced first to basic concepts, theories and 
viewpoints of ethics, followed by consideration of a series of 
veterinary medical ethical issues consistent with the 
students' progression through the DVM curriculum.  The class 
meetings are a combination of introductory lecture followed 
by discussion, often based around clinical scenarios or 
questions.

623-633

Companion Animal 
and Equine 
Medicine II 6 Spring Didactic

Basic concepts of well-animal companion animal and equine 
health care, nutrition, and reproduction will be presented. 
Discussion of the etiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis, 
treatment, and prevention of important internal medicine 
and reproductive diseases in these species will be 
emphasized. 

623-635 Swine Medicine 1 Spring Didactic

Focuses on basic swine medicine clinical skills including 
diagnosis and treatment of common swine diseases that 
present in individual pigs and populations. Influences of 
production practices and farm structure will be introduced as 
they impact the successful practice of swine medicine. 
Additionally, regulatory influences unique to swine veterinary 
medicine and principles of biosecurity/biocontainment and 
bioexclusion will be discussed. 

*Credit earned in spring of third year



Year 3
Required Courses

Curriculum Digest 2021-2022 Page 15
Updated 11/2/21

Course Number Course Title Credit Hours Semester Mode of Instruction Course Description

703-515

Regulatory 
Veterinary 
Medicine and 
Public Health 2 Spring Didactic

Role and regulatory obligations of the veterinary profession 
in preventing zoonoses, understadning the need for judicious 
use of antibiotics, and promoting the safety of food of animal 
origin.  

938-542
Veterinary 
Ophthalmology 2 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Provides basic instruction in the application of ophthalmic 
diagnostics and therapeutics to small and large domestic 
animals. Aquire skills and knowledge to accurately diagnose, 
treat, prognose or refer domestic animals with common 
ophthalmic disorders. 

938-545
Fundamentals of 
Anesthesiology II 1 Spring Didactic

Focus on anesthetic management of common veterinary 
species with concurrent medical disease. Covers advanced 
pain management principles and techniques, anesthesia for 
exotic animal species, and breed considerations in 
anesthesia. Case-based and interactive where appropriate. 

938-676
Special Species 
Health 2 Spring Didactic

Basic principles of the clinical management of  exotic pet 
species, with an emphasis on small mammals (rabbits, 
rodents, etc), birds and reptiles commonly kept as 
companion animals.

623-675

Professional Skills 
in Veterinary 
Medicine 1 Spring Didactic

This course introduces students to a variety of topics related 
to business aspects of their careers in the veterinary 
medicine profession.  Topics include: perspectives on 
professional success; writing resumes and cover letters; 
interview techniques; malpractice insurance and risk 
management; small and large animal practice management; 
legal issues in veterinary medical practice; and, business and 
personal finance management and basic accounting.  The 
course includes visiting practitioners, lawyers, and financial 
consultants.

*Credit earned in spring of third year
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623-577

Small Animal 
Emergency and 
Critical Care II 1 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

Cover various topics in emergency and critical care medicine. 
Several areas of emergency and critical care medicine will be 
presented. 

623-675
World Dairy Expo 
Biosecurity 1 Fall Clinical Rotation

Together with the World Dairy Expo staff, WI State 
Veterinarians, and UW veterinarians, students will assist with 
the cattle check-in process for World Dairy Expo, the largest 
dairy cattle show in North America.

623-675

One Health in 
Companion Animal 
Welfare Field 1 Fall Didactic

This Elective provides a forum to investigate the topics of 
One Health, and diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) as they 
relate to animal welfare organizations, pet ownership, and 
animals in communities. Through pre-recorded presentations 
and full-class discussions, students will explore One Health 
and DEI concepts while considering methods of creating 
environments with more equitable treatment and access to 
resources. The ultimate goal of this Elective is to raise 
awareness of DEI and the impacts on One Health in the 
companion animal welfare field, in order to lead toward a 
future where veterinarians support and foster such equitable 
environments.

623-675
The Art of Clinical 
Communications 1

Fall and 
Spring Didactic

This course is designed to help students develop an 
understanding of the communication process, introduce 
applications of this process in clinical work, practice and 
develop skills central to effective clinical communications, 
and help students gain an increased awareness of self.  The 
course combines didactic instruction, experiential training 
(e.g., role plays) and discussion.

623-576

Small Animal 
Emergency and 
Critical Care I 1 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Introduction to to various topics of emergency and critical 
care medicine. 
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623-675
Large Animal 
Supportive Care 1 Spring Clinical Rotation

This program is an opportunity for students to gain hands-on 
experience in the restraint and supportive care of critically ill 
foals, horses and ruminants by participation in night-call 
service in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital.  
Students will assist faculty, residents and staff in the 
diagnostic work-up and care of ill large animal patients, 
including activities such as: monitoring and nursing care of 
sick neonates; patient restraint and management of fluid, 
oxygen and feeding lines; and, diagnostic sample collection 
and medication administration.

623-675 Shelter Medicine 1 Spring
Didactic + Shelter 
Visits

This course covers a wide variety of topics related to the care 
and management of sheltered companion animals, including 
spay/neuter programs to reduce shelter populations, shelter 
vaccination and other preventive medicine programs, 
temperament evaluation and animal cruelty, and shelter 
design.

703-675 The Healer's Art 1 Spring Didactic

This is a small, interactive course with a goal of enabling 
veterinary students to perceive personal and universal 
meaning in their daily experience of veterinary medicine—as 
students and as veterinarians.  We use a “discovery” model 
of teaching, with activities and small group discussion, to 
enable the formation of a community of inquiry between 
students and faculty.
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938-675

Introduction to 
Clinical Zoological 
Medicine 1 Spring Didactic

This course is offered during the Spring semester for VM3 
students in preparation for their VM4 Zoological Medicine 
clinical rotation. This course exposes students to important 
concepts in zoological medicine, focusing on clinically 
relevant topics for the veterinary practitioner working with 
these species. This includes 1) clinically relevant aspects of 
the management of animals in zoos; 2) common diseases, 
medicine, surgery, and anesthesia of species frequently 
housed in zoos; 3) safety when working with captive 
zoological species; and 4) animal welfare regulations and 
Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA) accreditation.

938-675

Wildlife 
Rehabilitation 
Medicine 1 Spring Didactic

This course teaches important concepts in wildlife 
rehabilitation medicine and provides the necessary 
theoretical knowledge base for the new VM4 clinical rotation 
in wildlife medicine at UW-SVM. The information covered in 
this course will be tailored to future veterinarians in practice 
who plan to work with licensed wildlife rehabilitators to 
provide veterinary care for injured or orphaned native 
wildlife species. Course topics will include legal issues 
pertaining to wildlife rehabilitation medicine, the natural 
history and husbandry of commonly seen species and the 
nursing and veterinary care for common mammal, bird, 
reptile, and amphibian species undergoing rehabilitation.
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938-675

Exotic Pet Medicine 
Laboratories and 
Case Studies 1 Spring

Laboratory + Case 
Studies

This course is offered during the spring semester for VM3 
students and complements the mandatory VM3 Exotic 
Animal Lecture course (938-676). This elective course 
teaches important clinical skills and concepts in exotic pet 
medicine and surgery, such as basic animal handling and 
physical exam techniques as well anatomy, not covered 
elsewhere in the current SVM curriculum. The information 
covered and skills taught in this course will be tailored to 
future veterinarians in practice who plan to provide basic 
medical care to exotic pets, such as rabbits, guinea pig, pet 
birds and pet reptiles. The course is entirely based on in-
person laboratory instruction using either cadavers or life 
animals as well as several interactive virtual case 
management sessions. The laboratories and case discussions 
sessions allow students to directly apply knowledge and skills 
gained in the concurrently instructed exotic pet lecture 
course (938-676) to enhance the understanding of important 
concepts as well as improve knowledge retention.

938-677
Veterinary 
Dentistry Elective 1 Spring Didactic + Laboratory Introduction to veterinary dentistry principles and practice. 
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623-674
Senior Rotation in 
Ambulatory Service 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnosis, treatment, and recommendation of preventive 
measures for common medical, surgical and management 
problems on farms. Examine the environmental influences 
associated with such problems. 

938-646

Veterinary 
Anesthesiology-
Clinical Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Students will learn clinical anesthesia and pain management 
techniques including pre-anesthetic evaluation, induction 
procedures, intraoperative anesthetic and analgesic care and 
recovery management of small, large and exotic animal 
species. Critical patient care, novel anesthetic and analgesic 
techniques and cardiopulmonary resuscitation will be taught.

623-670

Senior Rotation in 
Large Animal 
Medicine Service 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnosis and medical treatment of diseases of horses, 
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. Examine, admit and discharge 
cases in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 

938-642

Large Animal 
Surgery: Clinical 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Learn the admission, examination, preoperative 
management, surgical procedures and postoperative 
management of large animals presented to the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital. Hands-on experience in the Large 
Animal Surgery Service.

703-660
Veterinary 
Necropsy Rotation 1

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Designed to provide experience with necropsy procedures in 
all animal species and in developing interpretive skills by 
participating in the School of Veterinary Medicine/Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital diagnostic anatomic pathology 
service under the guidance of the faculty.

623-675 Primary Care 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

This is a practical course that focuses on the principles of 
primary care of companion animals, taught using primary 
care service cases in the Veterinary Medical Teaching 
Hospital.
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938-647 Radiology Clinics 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Clinical clerkship in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 
Provides exercises in technical and interpretive diagnostic 
radiology. 

623-678
Small Animal 
Internal Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Develop the ability to analyze, organize and integrate 
information effectively to make clinical decisions relating to 
the diagnosis, prognosis, management and control of 
diseases. 

938-645

Senior Rotation in 
Small Animal 
General Surgery 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Hands-on diagnosis and treatment of general surgical 
diseases of small animal species. 
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623-701
Production 
Medicine I 2

Summer & 
Fall

Didactic + Laboratory 
+ Farm Visits

Visit dairy farms, learn to identify production limiting 
problems, and develop a priority list based upon economic 
importance. The farm investigation consists of visual 
evaluations of farmstead and herd, interpretation of DHI 
records, and computer analysis of herd records.

623-703
Production 
Medicine II 2 Fall

Didactic + Laboratory 
+ Farm Visits

Investigate and analyze farm and laboratory data and 
evaluate recommendations using benefit/cost analyses. 
Perform milking system, milking procedure, and 
environmental management evaluations. 

623-705
Production 
Medicine III 2 Spring

Didactic + Laboratory 
+ Farm Visits Rotation for applying principles of nutrition to dairy practice.

938-746
Food Animal 
Surgery 2 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Provides didactic and surgical experience in the major, 
common surgical diseases of cattle and pigs. 

623-670

Senior Rotation in 
Large Animal 
Medicine Service 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnosis and medical treatment of diseases of horses, 
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. Examine, admit and discharge 
cases in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 
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938-675 Equine Elective 2 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

This is a course providing practical experience in diagnostic 
and surgical procedures in horses.  Topics covered include 
equine ophthalmology, nutrition, dermatology and diagnostic 
medical procedures, as well as surgical procedures such as 
castration, cast application, check ligament desmotomy, 
splint bone removal, enucleation, and exploratory celiotomy.

938-675 Equine Dentistry 1 Fall Didactic + Laboratory

This elective is intended to provide a student pursuing a 
career in mixed large animal or equine practice with in- depth 
instruction in the diagnosis and treatment of conditions that 
affect the dentition, oral cavity and paranasal sinuses of the 
horse. 

623-670

Senior Rotation in 
Large Animal 
Medicine Service 4

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnosis and medical treatment of diseases of horses, 
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. Examine, admit and discharge 
cases in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 

938-642

Large Animal 
Surgery: Clinical 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Learn the admission, examination, preoperative 
management, surgical procedures and postoperative 
management of large animals presented to the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital. Hands-on experience in the Large 
Animal Surgery Service.

938-741

Clinical 
Ophthalmology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provides experience in ocular examination, problem solving 
skills, and formulation of diagnostic and therapeutic plans for 
animals presenting with eye disease. Ocular examination as 
part of the complete physical examination and ocular 
manifestations of systemic diseases are emphasized. 
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938-741

Clinical 
Ophthalmology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provides experience in ocular examination, problem solving 
skills, and formulation of diagnostic and therapeutic plans for 
animals presenting with eye disease. Ocular examination as 
part of the complete physical examination and ocular 
manifestations of systemic diseases are emphasized. 

623-675

Small Animal 
Emergency 
Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

The goal of this rotation is to provide fourth year students 
with active exposure to emergency medicine. Activities 
include triage of emergency patients, emergency patient 
history taking and physical examination, and participation in 
diagnostic and therapeutic procedures.

938-644
Clinics-Small Animal 
Orthopedic Surgery 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Rotation through orthopedic and neurosurgical clinics and 
surgery. 
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623-670

Senior Rotation in 
Large Animal 
Medicine Service 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnosis and medical treatment of diseases of horses, 
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs. Examine, admit and discharge 
cases in the Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital. 

938-642

Large Animal 
Surgery: Clinical 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Learn the admission, examination, preoperative 
management, surgical procedures and postoperative 
management of large animals presented to the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital. Hands-on experience in the Large 
Animal Surgery Service.

623-678
Small Animal 
Internal Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Develop the ability to analyze, organize and integrate 
information effectively to make clinical decisions relating to 
the diagnosis, prognosis, management and control of 
diseases. 

938-645

Senior Rotation in 
Small Animal 
General Surgery 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Hands-on diagnosis and treatment of general surgical 
diseases of small animal species. 
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623-669
Small Animal 
Cardiology Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnostic techniques and therapy available for the 
management of cardiology patients. 

938-748
Dentistry and Oral 
Surgery Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Dentistry, oral medicine and surgery as well as 
comprehensive patient care through the use of progressive 
methods, hospital resources and interdisciplinary specialists. 

623-668

Clinical 
Dermatology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Develop the technical, clinical and knowledge skills to 
effectively examine, diagnose and manage the dermatology 
patient. 

623-667
Small Animal 
Neurology 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provide instruction and guidance in obtaining a complete 
neurological history, interpreting examinations, diagnostic 
tests and rationally selecting an appropriate diagnosis and 
effective management for neurology cases. 

623-679
Small Animal 
Oncology 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

To develop skills in clinical medicine, palpation, 
interpretation of laboratory data and become acquainted 
with oncology clientele. 

938-675 Special Species 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

This is a practical course in the handling and management of 
many special species and the diagnostic and therapeutic 
techniques appropriate to diseases of those species, 
including avian, exotic mammals, invertebrates and more.
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938-741

Clinical 
Ophthalmology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provides experience in ocular examination, problem solving 
skills, and formulation of diagnostic and therapeutic plans for 
animals presenting with eye disease. Ocular examination as 
part of the complete physical examination and ocular 
manifestations of systemic diseases are emphasized. 

623-675

Small Animal 
Emergency 
Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

The goal of this rotation is to provide fourth year students 
with active exposure to emergency medicine. Activities 
include triage of emergency patients, emergency patient 
history taking and physical examination, and participation in 
diagnostic and therapeutic procedures.

623-678
Small Animal 
Internal Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Develop the ability to analyze, organize and integrate 
information effectively to make clinical decisions relating to 
the diagnosis, prognosis, management and control of 
diseases. 

938-644
Clinics-Small Animal 
Orthopedic Surgery 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Rotation through orthopedic and neurosurgical clinics and 
surgery. 
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623-669
Small Animal 
Cardiology Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnostic techniques and therapy available for the 
management of cardiology patients. 

938-748
Dentistry and Oral 
Surgery Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Dentistry, oral medicine and surgery as well as 
comprehensive patient care through the use of progressive 
methods, hospital resources and interdisciplinary specialists. 

623-668

Clinical 
Dermatology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Develop the technical, clinical and knowledge skills to 
effectively examine, diagnose and manage the dermatology 
patient. 

623-667
Small Animal 
Neurology 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provide instruction and guidance in obtaining a complete 
neurological history, interpreting examinations, diagnostic 
tests and rationally selecting an appropriate diagnosis and 
effective management for neurology cases. 

623-679
Small Animal 
Oncology 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

To develop skills in clinical medicine, palpation, 
interpretation of laboratory data and become acquainted 
with oncology clientele. 

938-645

Senior Rotation in 
Small Animal 
General Surgery 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Hands-on diagnosis and treatment of general surgical 
diseases of small animal species. 

938-675 Special Species 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

This is a practical course in the handling and management of 
many special species and the diagnostic and therapeutic 
techniques appropriate to diseases of those species, 
including avian, exotic mammals, invertebrates and more.
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623-667
Small Animal 
Neurology 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provide instruction and guidance in obtaining a complete 
neurological history, interpreting examinations, diagnostic 
tests and rationally selecting an appropriate diagnosis and 
effective management for neurology cases. 

623-668

Clinical 
Dermatology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Develop the technical, clinical and knowledge skills to 
effectively examine, diagnose and manage the dermatology 
patient. 

623-669

Small Animal 
Cardiology 
Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Diagnostic techniques and therapy available for the 
management of cardiology patients. 

623-679
Small Animal 
Oncology 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

To develop skills in clinical medicine, palpation, 
interpretation of laboratory data and become acquainted 
with oncology clientele. 

938-748
Dentistry and Oral 
Surgery Rotation 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Dentistry, oral medicine and surgery as well as 
comprehensive patient care through the use of progressive 
methods, hospital resources and interdisciplinary specialists. 

938-675 Special Species 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

This is a practical course in the handling and management of 
many special species and the diagnostic and therapeutic 
techniques appropriate to diseases of those species, 
including avian, exotic mammals, invertebrates and more.

938-675
Physical 
Rehabilitation 1

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Students participating in a 1 week Physical Rehabilitation 
rotation will gain awareness of the role of the rehabilitation 
specialist in small animal medicine. Students will acquire 
knowledge of the physical rehabilitation examination and 
evaluation process required to determine a comprehensive 
treatment program for patients recovering from illness, and 
orthopedic &/or neurologic conditions.

938-750
Small Animal 
Ultrasound Elective 1

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Introduction to hands-on ultrasound imaging and expand on 
selected portions of ultrasound physics, literature and 
problem-based case studies. 
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938-675
Small Animal 
Radiation Oncology 1-2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

The objective of the rotation is to expose students to the 
basic principles of small animal radiotherapy through 
patient management, topic rounds and observation of the 
treatment planning and delivery processes.  Basic oncologic 
concepts, methods of diagnosis and turmor staging weill be 
emphasized during he rotation.

938-743

Advanced 
Anesthesiology/ 
Critical Care 
Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provides advanced, in-depth training in the areas of small, 
large and exotic animal anesthesia and pain management. 

623-675 WisCARES 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provides a practical, clinical experience, where students will 
take the lead on their cases by determining the diagnosis 
and treatment of general practice preventative medicine 
and diseases of small animal species.  Goals are building 
students’ clinical diagnostic and surgical skills, 
communication skills, interdisciplinary teamwork, self-
reflection, and cultural humility skills.

623-675

Small Animal 
Critical Care 
Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

During this clinical rotation students will work jointly with 
the faculty, resident, and technicians in the UW Veterinary 
Care Small Animal Hospital’s Critical Care Unit on 
hospitalized patients. Students will be responsible for 
morning treatments, completing patient treatment orders, 
composition of pertinent patient medical records (SOAP, 
discharge instructions, interservice transfer), and facilitating 
procedures & dianostics (laboratory, radiology, pharmacy, 
and anesthesia requests). Students will provide appropriate 
client communication. Students will participated in twice 
daily rounds of the Critical Care Unit, and discusson on 
pertinent Critical Care topics (eg, transfusion medicine, CPR, 
etc).
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938-675
Zoological 
Medicine 2

Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Provides veterinary students with exposure to the medical 
management of zoological species kept in small- to medium-
sized zoological facilities, as well as wildlife rehabilitation 
cases. 

938-675 Wildlife Medicine 2
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

This rotation is a partnership between the UW Vet School, 
Dane County Humane Society's Wildlife Center and the 
Wisconsin Humane Societies's (WHS) Wildlife Center in 
Milwaukee.

703-675
Clinical 
Parasitology 1

Year-
round Online

This on-line module course focuses on the diagnosis, 
treatment and control of parasitic diseases in canine, feline, 
equine, ruminant, porcine, avian and exotic species.

***-775 Externship 1-10
Year-
round Clinical Rotation

Offers opportunities for faculty coordinated experience in 
the veterinary medical profession outside School of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

***-699 Directed Study 1-10
Year-
round

Project + Laboratory + 
Research 

Projects in the laboratory and/or through library work in 
specific subject area under the direct guidance of a faculty 
member. 
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938-744

Restraint and 
Anesthesia of 
Exotic Animals 2 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

Provides advanced, directed anesthetic and restraint 
techniques for multiple exotic animal species such as 
rodents, rabbits, amphibians, reptiles, primates, fish and 
birds. The unique pharmacology and physiology of each 
species will be emphasized.

623-675

Clinical 
Therapeutics in 
Companion Animals 1 Summer Didactic

This  course provides in-depth information on 
pharmacological management of disease, including case- 
based presentations.  The goal is to provide clinically useful 
information on frequently used drugs, with a focus on drug 
mechanisms and common side-effects.

623-675

Small Animal 
Emergency 
Medicine 1 Spring Didactic

This course provides in-depth instruction on the principles of 
emergency medicine.

623-675
Advanced Art of 
Communication 1 Spring

Didactic + Mock Client 
Interactions

This course provides in-depth training and practice on the 
concepts and communication skills introduced in the Art of 
Clinical Communication elective course in year 3. The course 
utilizes videotaping and review of mock client interactions, as 
well as case presentations and group discussions.

623-675

Applied 
Epidemiology and 
Quantitative 
Methods for 
Populataion Health 2 Fall Didactic

This course is an exercise in problem-solving based on cases 
that tackle population health problems in any animal species 
and humans.

623-675

Diagnostic 
Ultrasonography 
for Respiratory 
Disease in Dairy 
Calves 1 Spring Didactic + Laboratory

This rotation will focus on the pathophysiology of BRD, the 
anatomy behind thoracic ultrasonography, and the technical 
aspects of using the portable linear rectal probe. 
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623-675

Artificial 
Intelligence for 
Veterinary 
Medicine 2 Summer Didactic

This course will introduce you to the science and engineering 
behind artificial intelligence tools. At the end of this course, 
you will have developed and implemented a prototype of a 
prediction tool using artificial intelligence yourself.

938-675
Applied Large 
Animal Imaging 1 Spring Clinical Rotation

One week elective rotation focused on both the acquisition 
and interpretation of diagnostic imaging studies, including 
digital radiography and ultrasonography, in large animal 
species.

703-675 Clinical Pathology 2 Summer Didactic + Laboratory

This  course focuses on the interpretation of hematology, 
clinical chemistry, hemostasis, cytologic specimens, 
urinalysis, and other laboratory data as a part of the overall 
diagnostic process.  Instructional materials include blood 
smears, cytologic specimens, and freshly prepared urine 
sediments.
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